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I have been a VNGOC Board member since 
March 2017, and the Chair since March 2018 
- a role which I have thoroughly enjoyed, 
while also helping to ensure a very successful 
year for the Committee. It has been a very 
busy period - working closely with NYNGOC 
and through the Civil Society Task Force 
(which I have co-chaired throughout the year) 
to maintain strong engagement throughout 
the preparations for 2019. But I honestly 
believe that the civil society engagement here 
in Vienna has taken huge leaps forward over 
the past decade. 

My motivation for re-nominating as the Chair is to continue this momentum and further 
strengthen the Committee, the Board and the membership. Furthermore, the coming year 
is a perfect opportunity to discuss and consult about the future of the NGO committees on 
drugs - learning from experiences in other sectors and developing something that protects 
and ensures the representation of NGOs from around the world, from a broad range of 
persectives, and from different areas of work. I really look forward to facilitating these 
important discussions. 

I have been working in the drugs sector since 2002, when I joined a local drug treatment 
service in Bedford, England (my home town). I have a BSc in Psychology and an MSc in 
Drug Policy. I previously also worked with Harm Reduction International (2006-2010), the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (2010-2012), before joining the 
International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC). 

Through my current role as Chief Operating Officer at IDPC, I have gained invaluable 
experiences in networking, diplomacy and leadership - as well as a thorough 
understanding of the CND and the wider UN system. I also have 
previous experience of Board membership, from Harm Reduction 
International (2011-2015), and the UK National Needle Exchange Forum. 

Thank you to all VNGOC members for your support over the past year, and I can be 
contacted at any time at jbridge@idpc.net. 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