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Ensuring the involvement of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)   in substance use policy 
dialogue 

  Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) play an important role in prevention and treatment of 
substance in Sri Lanka and other developing countries. CSO could mobilize families, 
schools, and community level organizations for prevention and control of substance use. 
Thereby, they could enhance socio-economic development of the affected persons, 
families and communities. In Sri Lanka, economically marginal groups send nearly 40% of 
their family income on alcohol, tobacco and other drug use. CSOs closely work with the 
vulnerable groups to substance use and they are the first to know about the ground 
situations of substance use in their communities. They are also much empathetic towards 
the substance users and their families and genuinely involved with issues related to them. 
On the other hand the resources of the Government Sector is stretched to the maximum 
and their capacity is diminishing. 

  However, the potential of CSOs on substance use prevention and control has not been 
fully recognized or harnessed.  Among the limiting factors of CSO participation, lack of 
space for CSO involvement in substance use policy dialogue is a critical one. CSO 
participation with Government Sector in the policy dialogue will create more effective 
policies that could be efficiently implemented at the ground level. It would also provide a 
more balanced perspective to the policy dialogue. Also, it will create synergies in the 
policy implementation. On the other hand, any vacuum created due to the lack of  CSO 
participation would only benefit the drug traffickers and organized criminal cartels, who 
would swiftly move into fill the void and profit from it.  The Foundation for Innovative 
Social Development (FISD) at Global Civil Society Hearings urge the ministerial segment of 
the Commission of Narcotic Drugs to move effective resolutions  that would facilitate UN 
member states ensure the participation of CSOs in substance use policy dialogue at 
national and global level.  
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