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Cannabis more potent but fewer young 
people see its regular use as harmful



Dark web markets come and go, but sales 
of drugs are rising



Online sales of drugs on the clear web, the 
deep web and the dark web



Projection 11% increase in global number 
of drug users by 2030 due to population 
growth alone



Impact of COVID-19 resilience and 
adaptation of drug traffickers



Impact of COVID-19 increase in non-
medical use of cannabis, pharm. drugs



Impact of COVID-19 innovation in drug 
use prevention and treatment services



Impact of COVID-19 likely to be felt in 
drug markets for years to come



Number of people using drugs rising 22% 
in last decade to 275 million



Burden of disease remains high among 
people who use drugs

Global burden of 
disease due to drug use 

increasing
494,000 deaths

31 million years of 
healthy life lost

mostly attributed to 
opioid use disorders



The world drug problem: common 
challenge, local dynamics
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Thank you for your listening!

https://wdr.unodc.org/


