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A modular structure

Annual Modules

- A01: Prevalence
- A02: Registries
- A03: PWID
- A04: PWDUD
- A05: Mortality 
- A06: Treatment

- A07: Seizures and trafficking
- A08: Laboratories
- A09: Cultivation / Eradication
- A10: Prices and purities
- A11: Sales on the internet
- A12: Drug related crime
- A13: Legislative framework
- A14: Innovative methods 

Rotating Modules

- R01: Prisons
- R02: Acute intoxications
- R03: Treatment services
- R04: Prevention of drug use
- R05: Prevention of infectious 

diseases
- R06: Links with other activities
- R07: Supply reduction and 

international cooperation
- R08: Alternative development
- R09: Alternatives to conviction or 

puishment
- R10: NPS identified
- R11: IFF and money laundering
- R12: National framework
- R13: Access to control medications

NEW 
INFORMATION

NOT COLLECTED 
ANYMORE



The ARQ-DXP platform
A new web-based platform to collect ARQ data

Up to 2020 From 2021

Data collection Excel & Word files Web-based

Counterparts Permanent Missions Focal Points, National 
entities, PM

Data processing Higher manual 
component

More automated

Communication Via NVs and email Via NV, email and DXP

Monitoring Not available Through DXP

About 12 trainings to MS reaching over 600 participants from 100 countries in 2021.



The ARQ data collection process

May 2021 July 2021 Dec 2021 Apr 2022 June 2022

Launch of 
2020 ARQ

Deadline for 
submission

Pre-
publication

Finalization 
of dataset

Publication of 
2022 WDR

Validation of data, estimation, and inclusion 
of additional sources

Communication with Member States



Data quality assurance
• Data submitted by countries is validated by:

• Checking consistency with previous years
• Checking consistency with experts views and other sources
• Ensuring it is up to international standards and comparable, through metadata (definitions, 

sources, coverage)
• Triangulating with other data (not analyzed in silos)

• Incorporate additional (non-official) sources, including academia
• These sources are evaluated by the experts
• Requires dedicated research activities 

• E.g., about 10% of countries have their latest estimate on heroin use annual prevalence from academia or related in 
UNODC’s database

• All data is reviewed by MS to ensure the highest transparency and national ownership:
• Carried through the DXP directly with Focal Points and relevant technical authorities
• Technical arguments considered
• Complementary data from common sources to ensure consistency (e.g., population)



Geographical coverage (ARQ 2020)

28%

13%

12%

47%

Response rate as of 1 Dec 2021 for 2020 ARQ

Fully submitted Partially submitted In progress Not started



Prevalence data collected



Prevalence data collected

Type I questions



Prevalence data collected
Type II questions

Also: annual, monthly, weekly 
and daily

In addition:
- Data from School Surveys
- Estimates from indirect 

methods (e.g., heroin use)

Type I questions:
Specific groups + polydrug use



Geographical coverage (Prevalence)
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For contrast, UNODC has data for about 150 countries 
(75%) on seizures for 2016-2020 (all drugs)



Thank you for your attention


