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A Nigerian mafia style organisation



The Black Axe: a global presence in Africa, 
Europe, America



Art 3 UNTOC - applicable if OCG + serious 
crime + transnational

• An offence is transnational in nature if:
(a) It is committed in more than one State;
(b) It is committed in one State but a substantial part of 
its preparation, planning, direction or control takes 
place in another State;
(c) It is committed in one State but involves an 
organized criminal group that engages in criminal 
activities in more than one State; or
(d) It is committed in one State but has substantial 
effects in another State.



Article 2 UNTOC – definition of ‘organized 
criminal group’
1. A structured group of three or more persons 

existing for a period of time
2. Acting in concert
3. With the aim of committing one or more:

– Serious crimes; or
– Offences established in accordance with the 

Convention
4. In order to obtain a financial or other 

material benefit
– Either directly or indirectly



Article 2 – further definitions

“Serious crime”
• shall mean conduct constituting an offence 

punishable by a maximum deprivation of 
liberty of at least four years or a more serious 
penalty”



Article 2 – further definitions

• “Structured group”
• shall mean a group that is not randomly 

formed for the immediate commission of an 
offence

• does not need to have formally defined roles 
for its members, continuity of its membership 
or a developed structure



Offences under the Organized Crime 
Convention

Article 5 Participation in an 
organized criminal group
Article 6 Laundering proceeds of 

crime
Article 8 Corruption

Article 23 Obstruction of justice



Organized Crime Convention: a toolkit of 
measures

• Confiscation and 
seizure
– Articles 12, 13 and 14

• Extradition
– Article 16

• Mutual legal 
assistance
– Article 18

• Joint investigations
– Article 19

• Special investigative 
techniques
– Article 20

• Law enforcement 
cooperation
– Article 27
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