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Many people with drug use 
disorders are in contact with the 

criminal justice system.
Many people in the criminal 

justice system have a history of 
drug use and drug use disorders.



Drug use in prison
Cannabis, heroin, IDU (WDR 2017)
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A higher proportion of women than men are in prison for drug related 
offences (WDR 2018)



Prevalence of HIV in the prison and general adult 
population



Why Treatment as alternatives?



Treatment is an effective AND 
cost-effective option



Pharmacological treatment reduces 
reincarceration



Treatment in community is cost-effective
Washington State Institute for Public Policy (2006)

• Every 1$ spent on 
drug treatment in the 
community is 
estimated to return 
$18.52 in benefits to 
society in terms of 
reduced incarceration 
rates and associated 
crime costs



Treatment contributes to public 
health AND public safety in an 

integrated way



What are the options available within the 
Criminal Justice System and at what specific 
points these could be applied?



Alternatives can be applied throughout



Summary

• Alternatives to conviction or
punishment along the justice process
• Pre-trial: discharge the offender in appropriate circumstances or impose non-

custodial measures, including treatment and care services, for minor cases
• Trial: take into consideration the rehabilitative needs of the offender, the protection 

of society and the interests of the victim
• Post-trial: any form of release from an institution to a non-custodial programme shall 

be considered at the earliest possible stage



International Drug Control Conventions



United Nations Rules on Non-custodial measures

• “Tokyo Rules”
• United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial 

Measures
• Guidance on the types and implementation of non-custodial 

alternatives
• “Bangkok Rules”
• United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners 

and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders with their 
Commentary

• Based on the principle of non-discrimination



International human rights framework

• Right to health
• Right to personal liberty
• Right to fair trial
• Right to be free from torture or cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment, no one shall be 
subjected without his/her free will to medical or 
scientific experimentation



From coercion to cohesion

Some additional resources on health and justice:



Some additional resources on
health and justice

Prisons and Health (WHO, 
2014)

UNODC Handbook on 
Women and Imprisonment 

(2014)



Some additional resources on
health and justice

Prevention, Care, 
Treatment and Support in 
Prison Settings (UNODC, 

2006)

Women’s health in prison 
– Checklist (WHO, UNODC, 

2011)



Some additional resources on
health and justice

Technical report on 
alternatives (CICAD)

Alternatives to punishment 
for drug using offenders 

(EMCDDA)



Thank you for your attention

Question or Comments?


