CND Thematic Discussions

Thematic Session: Synthetic Opioids and Non-medical Use of Prescription
Drugs November 12

ORAL STATEMENT on behalf the Association Proyecto Hombre (NGO in
Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council)

Distinguished delegates and colleagues,

My name is Berenice Santamaria, and | am here representing
Association Proyecto Hombre, a civil society organization based in
Spain. Today, | speak on behalf of 2,557 (two thousand five
hundred fifty-seven) organizations in 155 countries, including
NGOs, networks, academia, and governments, that are supporting
the Global Initiative on Drug Use Prevention “The Declaration of
Oviedo”, as a groundbreaking global demand to strengthen and
scale up effective, evidence-based prevention in drug policy, at
global, national and local level. As we gather to address the
synthetic opioids’ crisis and the non-medical use of prescription
drugs’ challenges, the importance of prevention has never been
clearer.

Science is increasingly proving that a significant portion of drug-
use related problems is preventable. The 2023 World Drug Report
identified the need to provide and implement international large-
scale drug-use prevention initiatives.

In June 2023, national and international experts convened in
Oviedo, Spain, to discuss on effective preventive strategies aligned
with international scientific standards. Stemmed from this
consultation, over 200 experts drafted the Declaration of Oviedo
with ten guiding proposals and now translated into more than 40
languages.



We call for countries to allocate at least 25% of their drug demand
reduction budget to prevention by 2030, emphasizing strategies
that target all ages and prioritize early intervention. It advocates
for robust research and evaluation to eliminate ineffective or
counterproductive practices, while broadening prevention efforts
to focus on individuals and communities rather than just drugs.
Intersectional approaches should be mainstreamed to support at-
risk populations, and multi-stakeholder systems enhanced.
Universal coverage through a continuum of care as a human right,
with a special focus on low- and middle-income countries.
Empowering current and future prevention professionals is key, as
is accountable monitoring to track policy status and impact. The
full details of this initiative, as well as the list of supporting
organizations for each country, can be found at
www.oviedodeclaration.org.

Allin all, Prevention is essential to addressing the crisis of synthetic
opioids and the non-medical use of prescription drugs in a long
term; that is why today we encourage member states to prioritize
discussions on evidence-based prevention at the 68™ session of
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).

Thank you for your attention.


http://www.oviedodeclaration.org/

