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Thematic Discussion on Expanding Range of Drugs and the Diversification of Drug Markets. 

 

Honorable Chair, esteemed delegates, and representatives, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs. 

Today’s thematic discussion on the expanding range of drugs and the diversification of drug 

markets is especially relevant to Nigeria, where the issue continues to pose serious challenges 

to public health, security, and economic stability. 

 

Nigeria has witnessed a rapid increase in the variety and availability of drugs in recent years. 

This includes not only traditional drugs like cannabis but also synthetic substances, opioids, and 

prescription drugs diverted for non-medical use. These substances are reaching new 

demographics, including young people and women, as drug trafficking networks adapt and 

diversify. In response, Nigeria’s institutions are working to develop multifaceted approaches that 

address the unique dynamics of this expanding drug market. 

 

Firstly, prevention and education must be a cornerstone of our efforts. Community-based 

awareness programs tailored to Nigeria’s diverse regions are critical in educating individuals on 

the dangers of drug use, debunking myths, and shifting perceptions that normalize drug misuse. 

Civil society organizations play a crucial role here. Through outreach and prevention programs, 

we can empower communities to be resilient against drug markets that increasingly target 

vulnerable populations. 

 

Secondly, we must expand access to treatment and rehabilitation services. Currently, many 

Nigerians facing substance use issues lack access to affordable, non-punitive treatment. By 

increasing investment in mental health facilities and addiction treatment programs, and by 

supporting recovery initiatives, we can provide more Nigerians with pathways to recovery and 

reintegration. Civil society organizations, including Secure-D-Future International Initiative and 

other members of the VNGOC, are committed to advocating for and supporting these efforts. 

 

Finally, collaboration among government, civil society, and the international community is 

essential. As drug markets diversify, a holistic approach that combines law enforcement with 

public health strategies is paramount. Addressing social and economic factors, such as poverty 

and unemployment, can help mitigate some of the underlying drivers of drug trafficking and 

misuse in Nigeria. 

 

In closing, I urge this Commission to support initiatives that empower civil society, expand 

preventive and treatment services, and foster regional and international cooperation to address 

the evolving drug landscape in Nigeria. By working together, we can protect the health and 

future of our communities. 

 

Thank you. 


