Hello everyone, Mr Chair,

I am Pedro Arenas from the Viso Mutop Corporation Colombia. We work with peasant,
indigenous and Afro-descendant communities that grow coca leaves and live where the
armed conflict harasses them and causes violations of their rights. We have seen that
drug policies also continue to affect human rights and the economic, social and
culturalrights of the poorest communities.

The recent UNODC report on territories affected by cocaine production in Colombia
shows that prohibitionist drug policies have not included the socioeconomic indicators
of these territories as part of the set of tools to evaluate whether these policies are
successful or not. Forty years after force eradication planes using aerial spraying with
herbicides and pesticides by the State to eliminate coca crops, millions of displaced
people, half a million violent deaths, hundreds of thousands of people in prison, the
realities show that cocaine is produced where there is more poverty, more
underdevelopment, less infrastructure and more unmet basic needs.

On the other hand

| must say that we support the request of the States of Bolivia and Colombia for the
World Health Organization to make a critical review of the coca leaf in the drug control
system and to correct the historical error of having included it in the list of dangerous
substances, since the coca plant is part of the biodiversity of the Andean countries,
part of the knowledge system of indigenous peoples, part of the alternatives for
subsistence incomes in the face of the collapse of legal agricultural production caused
by free trade policies.

Together with the TNI and grassroots organizations, we are consulting indigenous
elders, leaders of black communities and leaders of the peasantry on this critical
review. With them we identify the need for the coca leaf in its natural state to be
declassified, safeguarding indigenous rights over their system of knowledge and
spiritual, religious and cultural knowledge associated with coca; Likewise, we believe
that declassification also opens an opportunity to use the leaf in technical processing
for legal markets with products beneficial to all humanity, such as food, beverages,
agriculture, textiles, flavorings, cosmetics, health and therapeutic products, among
many others.

Colombia has dozens of initiatives that are currently in development, which
demonstrate the innovation and creativity of the communities, as well as the
possibilities that we have with the support of science and technology. The scientific
uses of coca will contribute greatly to taking the fuel out of the violence that plagues
our people, but they must also provide an option, first of all, to the communities,
avoiding repeating the experience of regulating the medical uses of cannabis, a market
that has been captured by multinational companies in the pharmaceutical sector.

Thank you very much



