
Thank you for the opportunity to present to this esteemed body on the 

topic of Illicit Trafficking in Substances and Precursors. I am Sue Thau, 

CADCA’s Public Policy Consultant. 

 

Although CADCA is known as a world class substance use prevention 

organization, we have an abiding interest in the intersection of supply 

and demand reduction and recognize that both are essential to 

effectively deal with the world’s drug problems. 

 

According to one of our close partners, The Colombo Plan, unlike in 

past years, drugs are now cut with other drugs and adulterants, along 

the entire supply chain by international drug cartels. Identifying exactly 

where the drugs are cut, and with what substances, both enhances law 

enforcement’s investigative capacity, while also alerting public health 

with timely warnings. 

 



The Colombo Plan, in a unique private/public sector partnership with 

U.S. Federal agencies and private sector forensic labs, collaborates to 

identify the composition of drugs at the source country, in transit, and 

at the consumer level to identify new lethal synthetic compounds, toxic 

adulterants and novel drug mixtures that can contribute to overdose 

and/or chronic long-term health problems. 

 

For example, the Sentinel and NPS Discovery programs developed 

under this collaboration were the first to identify that drug cartels were 

adding the vet adulterant xylazine into the drug supply, in addition to 

identifying the emergence of the new vet drug medetomidine. Both 

adulterants combined with fentanyl cause a potent synergistic effect 

that significantly increases the chance of overdose. Discovery of the 

adulterants phenacetin and levamisole in the Latin American drug 

supply helped identify causes of kidney failure and depleted white 

blood cells compromising immune systems, respectively, in substance 



users, especially street children, a highly vulnerable and at-risk 

substance user sub-population.  

According to the Colombo Plan’s testing of drugs worldwide, there can 

be up to 15 different dangerous drugs and drug mixtures in illicit drugs, 

including other more powerful synthetic opioids than just fentanyl, as 

well as banned pharmaceuticals and other animal tranquilizers.  

 

 

In closing, illicit trafficking by international drug cartels has lead to the 

proliferation of toxic adulterants being added to the illegal drug supply. 

This necessitates the ability for more timely and robust testing of illicit 

drugs at every point along the chain, from source country to final point 

of use, as well as to have more effective mechanisms and early warning 

systems so that law enforcement, public health and demand reduction 

agencies around the globe can be alerted to what exactly is in the illicit 

drug supply and how it will affect issues such as treatment, overdoses, 



death and other health or safety issues in their countries, regions and 

internationally. 


