Statement — GI-TOC WDR Launch:

e The Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime is delighted to be present
and to have the opportunity to intervene today.
e We would like to thanks the, Chair, the VNGOC and the Secretariat for the invitation

to speak and to commend UNODC for its World Drug Report, as an important
contribution to debates around drug policy.

e This report is published at a time when dramatic geopolitical changes take shape,
and as organized crime continues to exploit instability and crises. And the report
rightly highlights evolutions in drug trafficking and organized crime through its
dedicated Thematic Chapter.

e As the global drug control system continues in its 11™ decade, it is truly at a cross
roads. The decision to create an independent expert panel at the most recent CND
represents a crucial opportunity to review and analyse the implementation of the
drug conventions and examine ways of achieving reform. We look forward to a broad
civil society engagement in this process and ensuring that evidence and expertise
forms the bedrock of its recommendations.

| want to highlight a few key ways in which we, as a civil society organization with data and
analysis to contribute, have seen the drug trafficking business evolve in recent times:

-Our organized crime index has shown a significant rise in the availability, distribution and
use of synthetic drugs has seen the creation of a chemically diversifying global market that
stretches across more countries than more traditional substances, such as heroin

- Illicit drugs, their production and trafficking have always been a core illicit commodity
stream for organized criminal groups, representing in many cases a significant share of illicit
revenue generation

- with the changing drug market dynamics moving strongly in favour of synthetic substances
we are seeing also a change in the organized criminal actor profile

- traditional drug traffickers are seeing an increasingly crowded yet decentralizing landscape
emerge

- the high barriers to market entry that so often characterize the supply chains for drugs like
heroin and cocaine are significantly reduced for synthetics, which have no central geographic
origin, a multitude of potential precursor providers, and a rapidly evolving online
marketplace

- In many ways, synthetic drugs are rewriting how the global illicit drug marketplace is
structurally organized, and at the same time, changing the way that traditionally-networked
illicit drug business enterprises operate

In responses to these and other changes, our organization has worked tirelessly to promote
an evidence based approach to drug policies and markets, and foment innovative responses.



. For example, the Eastern and Southern Africa Commission on Drugs, which we serve as the
Secretariat, has sought to build a new evidence base on drug markets in the region as well as
mobilise key political actors and civil society communities to advocate for evidence-based,
humane, drug policies.

We call for member states to support such initiatives and approaches as part of a more
evidence based and humane set of responses around the world. Thank you.



