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Excellencies, colleagues, and distinguished participants,

It is an honour to speak today on behalf of the Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs — a global
network that has, for over four decades, provided a bridge between civil society and the
international drug policy system. With 451 member organizations from 113 countries and
from every region of the world, we represent a diverse and committed community of
practitioners, researchers, people with lived and living experience, youth, and grassroots
actors who work every day to prevent and reduce drug-related harms, and promote health,
security, and dignity in our communities.

The focus of today’s event — Investing in Prevention: Addressing the Impacts of Drugs on
People, Planet, and Security — speaks to a critical gap in global drug policy. While the evidence
base for prevention is stronger than ever, it remains chronically underfunded and
underutilized. Yet, we know that effective, science-based prevention is one of the smartest
investments societies can make. It not only reduces the incidence of drug use and related
harms, but also strengthens protective factors across health, education, family, and social
systems. In the words of this year’'s UNODC campaign: The evidence is clear — invest in
prevention.

This year’s World Drug Report reinforces this call by highlighting how drug use and drug
markets affect not only individual health and community well-being, but also our planet and
public safety. Civil society actors are seeing these impacts up close. From the trauma of
untreated mental health issues and social exclusion, to the environmental degradation caused
by illicit drug production and trafficking — the consequences are complex and multifaceted.
These challenges require responses that are holistic, inclusive, and locally grounded.

To that end, prevention must go beyond awareness campaigns. It must be embedded in
systems — in schools, workplaces, health services, community structures — and be rooted in
what works: early interventions, family-based approaches, life skills education, and supportive
environments that promote mental well-being and resilience.

It must also be inclusive. Prevention that ignores the voices of youth, women, Indigenous
communities, and people affected by drug use misses the opportunity for real impact. Civil
society organizations — particularly those at the grassroots — are essential to tailoring
prevention efforts to cultural, social, and economic realities. But they need sustainable
support and recognition as equal partners in the global response.

Prevention contributes directly to peace and security as well. By addressing root causes like
poverty, violence, and inequality, we reduce the appeal and reach of criminal networks. In
doing so, we build safer, more resilient societies.



At the same time, we must acknowledge and commend the essential work of civil society
actors in the fields of harm reduction, treatment, recovery, and access to controlled medicines
— all of whom play vital roles in a balanced and humane drug policy. The VNGOC is proud to
serve as a global platform for all these efforts.

In closing, let us reaffirm our shared commitment to inclusive, evidence-based collaboration
— across sectors, regions, and disciplines — and to ensuring that civil society remains
meaningfully engaged in shaping responses that protect people, communities, and our shared
future.

Thank you.



