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Dear Members of the Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs (VNGOC), 

 

We are writing to report on nominations for the Board positions of Deputy Chairperson, Treasurer, 

and Secretary.  

 

The VNGOC Nominating Committee is charged with examining nominations for the VNGOC Board 

that are up for a vote, which this year includes the positions of Deputy Chairperson, Treasurer, and 

Secretary. We review all applications to ensure eligibility to serve on the board, based on the support 

of a VNGOC member organization, and that organization's good standing in VNGOC. 

 

The following candidates are eligible for the upcoming elections.  

 

Deputy Chairperson   

Candidate Organisation Region 

Augusto Nogueira 

ARTM - Association of Rehabilitation of Drug 

Abusers of Macau Asia 

Beatrix Vas Youth RISE Europe 

 
 

 

Treasurer  
 

Candidate Organisation Region 

Julie Delvaux Community Alliances for Drug Free Youth Europe 

Beatrix Vas Youth RISE Europe 

   

Secretary   

Candidate Organisation Region 

Asia Almas Ashraf Drug Free America Foundation Asia 

Karen Cumberland 
CCSA - Canadian Centre on Substance Use and 
Addiction North America 

 
Statements from the nominees on their rationale for seeking election and the contribution they can 

offer to the work of the VNGOC are available at the links above and as a complete PDF.  

 

A separate vote for each of the Board positions will be conducted at the Annual General Meeting 

on 13 March in the following order: Chairperson, Deputy Treasurer, and Deputy Secretary. A 

simple majority of those voting will be required to elect the Board.  

 

Only VNGOC member organizations in good standing (i.e., paid the 2025 & 2026 membership fee 

may cast one vote for each of the Board positions. Members can participate by voting in real-

time (i.e., in person, remotely, or by proxy) or in advance (by completing an online ballot). 

 

Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs Election Committee 

• Stephanie Strutner (Prevention Alliance of Tennessee) 

• Steve Rolles (Transform) 

 

http://www.vngoc.org/
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_ANogueira.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_BVas.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_JDelvaux.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_BVas.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_AAshraf.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profile-2026_KCumberland.pdf
https://vngoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Candidate-Profiles-all-2026.pdf
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Box: The concept of ‘balance’ in the context of the VNGOC Board 
 
The VNGOC membership comprises a wide range of different perspectives, views and 
experiences related to the world drug situation, as well as organisations from all 
around the world – which remains the greatest strength of the Committee as a whole. 
It is therefore essential that members feel adequately represented within the VNGOC 
Board itself, and that the elected officials are from different genders, ages, regions, and 
backgrounds. 
 
However, the Board elections are a democratic process and reliant on the applications 
that are received. Furthermore, with just six Board positions available, it is simply not 
possible to guarantee complete representation, especially from every region of the 
world. With these challenges in mind, the concept of ‘balance’ within the Board needs 
to be implemented in a flexible way. Therefore, the following aspirations should be 
considered by the Nominations Committee regarding both overall composition of the 
Board: 

 
• The six Board members should represent at least four different world regions 
• Of the six Board members, at least two should identify as men, and at least two 

should identify as women 
• The six Board members should represent at least four of the following thematic 

areas: prevention, harm reduction, treatment, recovery and social reintegration, 
drug policy reform, and access to medicines 

• Of the six Board members, at least one should be a person with current or 
previous lived experience of drug use, or someone otherwise directly impacted 
by drug policies. 
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